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Colleagues, 
As you may know, a federal court issued a permanent injunction in December 2025 ruling that the administration unlawfully terminated the BRIC (Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities) program. Most recently, on March 6, 2026, the court issued a new enforcement order setting compliance deadlines for FEMA. While no FY2025 or FY2026 BRIC Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) has been released yet, we believe it is prudent to start thinking now. 
We are asking you to use this window to identify and develop shelf-ready project concepts before a NOFO drops. 
WHAT KIND OF PROJECTS ARE ELIGIBLE?
Based on the FY2024 NOFO (the most recent federal guidance available) eligible activities fall into three broad buckets: 
1. HAZARD MITIGATION PROJECTS (infrastructure, up to $50M federal share)
Consider: stormwater and flood control infrastructure, wildfire risk reduction (defensible space, fuel breaks, home hardening), seismic retrofits of critical facilities, drought resilience projects, extreme heat mitigation (cooling infrastructure, shade structures), safe rooms, and utility/lifeline resilience upgrades. Nature-based solutions (living shorelines, green infrastructure, wetland restoration) are strongly encouraged and score well.
2. CAPABILITY AND CAPACITY BUILDING (C&CB, up to $2M via State Allocation)
Consider: hazard mitigation plan updates or new local plans, project scoping studies, building code adoption and enforcement programs, partnerships, and training activities. Nevada jurisdictions without a current FEMA-approved Local Hazard Mitigation Plan are generally NOT eligible for project subawards, so plan updates are a critical first step.
3. PROJECT SCOPING (National Competition) 
Consider: preliminary engineering, feasibility studies, and Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) development for large infrastructure projects not yet ready for full application. An excellent on-ramp for communities who have an idea but lack the technical documentation.
(FEMA has been highly encouraging to submit advance assistance applications or project scoping first, and then submitting the full construction project) 
WHAT SHOULD YOU BE DOING NOW? 
· Confirm your Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) is current and FEMA-approved. Expired plans are a hard stop for project eligibility.
· Identify your top 1–3 project concepts and begin scoping: What is the hazard? What is the solution? Who benefits? What is the rough cost?
· Begin thinking about non-federal cost share sources (local funds, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) loans, in-kind).
RESOURCES: 
· FEMA BRIC Program Page: https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/learn/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
· FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program & Policy Guide (HMA Guide): https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_hma-guide-v2.1_2025.pdf (Cost Share reference page 211 & 212)
· Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) Tools: https://www.fema.gov/grants/tools/benefit-cost-analysis
· FEMA Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool: https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/resilience-analysis-and-planning-tool
· State Hazard Mitigation Officers Contact List: https://www.fema.gov/state-hazard-mitigation-officers
NV OEM's Resilience Portfolio Team stands ready to assist. If you have a project idea you'd like to talk through eligibility, scoping, cost share, or BCA, reach out to us directly. While direct technical assistance is always available upon direct request, we have established permanent office hours every other Thursday for anyone to join and seek technical assistance, ask questions, help develop project ideas, etc. 
Office Hours Every Other Thursday from 8:00AM – 9:00AM (Starting April 2nd)  
Agenda: 
Open meeting for partners to receive technical assistance. 
_________________________________________________________________________
Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/22141324543599?p=mouNI1Ww9B41Wv1bYP 
Meeting ID: 221 413 245 435 99 
Passcode: pf6qr9hj 

Need help? | System reference
Dial in by phone 
+1 775-321-6111,,921113984# United States, Reno
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 921 113 984#
Don't wait for the NOFO to start the work. The jurisdictions that compete successfully are the ones who prepared in advance.
Questions? Contact Heather Lafferty at heatherlafferty@oem.nv.gov or Zach McCullough at zachmccullough@oem.nv.gov.
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